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she was, and the wreck of her is now fast anchored with your two anchors.
After the capture of the fort there was made a sketch of "Vicinity of Fort Fisher, surveyed under the direction of Brig. Gen. C. B. Comstock, "chief engineer" of Gen. Grant's staff, which sketch is printed and in the engineer's office. This shows the wreck of the powder boat to be EIGHT HUNDRED and thirty yards above the northeasterly salient of the fort, not ABREAST of the fort at all, but 830 yards up the beach opposite the woods. Oh, Rhind, how the explosion must have frightened the owls up there! The rebel, General Whiting, in his testimony (Report Page 106) says the powder boat came within 12 or 1500 yards of the fort only.
Now, Rhind, go look at this map of the position of the powder boat, and then tell me what becomes of your "yarn" about anchoring within three hundred yards of the beach abreast the fort. " The fort bearing West by S. 1/2 W., the embrasures in plain sight." Why, Rhind the embrasures of the seaside of the fort from where the powder vessel is, cannot be seen at all. You were above the fort, Rhind, and could only see the land side of the fort.
Again, Rhind. Just think a moment what a log-book the "Wilderness" must have. Your minutes down there are made to say, "The 'Wilderness' cast off the powder boat and anchored at 11.40 P.M. The embrasures of the fort plainly in sight, the powder boat then steamed ahead fifteen minutes and anchored." But she is actually near the shore, 830 yards above the upper corner (salient) of the fort. What good eyes they must have had on board of the "Wilderness" to have seen those embrasures in the night, when the powder boat had to steam fifteen minutes to get within 830 yards of the upper corner of the fort! Beside, you say yourself the " 'Wilderness' cast off the powder boat at a sufficient distance from the fort to prevent herself being seen." If the embrasures of the fort were in plain sight from the "Wilderness," why was not the "Wilderness" in plain sight from the fort? Oh, Rhind! it is only to men that are a little frightened that the embrasures of a fort look as big as a steamboat!
Now, Rhind, if you and Porter don't stop writing, the proverb will be changed, and will hereafter read, "Lie like a Rear Admiral and a log book." Rhind, why did you write that letter? There is no contradiction between us. Was it because you thought it the mark of a great man to have a